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Habitat Home is Christmas Blessing for Single Mom

Salt Lake City – December 16, 2011 – A single mom and her two children will move into a new home just in time for the holidays thanks to Salt Lake Valley Habitat for Humanity.

Piper Leon and her children will be presented the keys to their new home from Santa Claus on Friday, Dec. 23 at 3 p.m. at 53 West Dewar Grove Lane (2745 South) in South Salt Lake City. This is the 82nd home completed by Salt Lake Valley Habitat for Humanity since the local chapter was formed in 1986.

“The holidays are a time when families come together,” said Edward Blake, executive director of Salt Lake Valley Habitat for Humanity. “Having a home you can call your own is a blessing many of us take for granted. We are excited once again to be teaming up with Wells Fargo and Smith’s Food & Drug to make homeownership a reality for Piper and her children.”

After removing her children and herself from an abusive environment, Leon searched for a home to buy, but could find nothing in a price range she could afford.

“It was very discouraging,” Leon said. “Throughout the years I have dreamed of home ownership. I learned about the Habitat for Humanity Program. I was thrilled when I learned that my application had been accepted! I know what a great opportunity this is for me and my family and I am so grateful to Habitat and the wonderful people in their organization that have helped me along the way.”

Roughly 1,700 volunteers donated more than 10,000 hours of time to complete the three-bedroom, two-bath home. Smith’s Food & Drug and Wells Fargo Bank were major sponsors of the home. Leon worked more than 250 hours on the home.

Families selected for Habitat homes are working families that earn 30 to 60 percent of the area’s median income. The typical Habitat family has good credit. Families are offered a 30- to 40-year mortgage at a zero percent interest rate and must donate at least 225 hours of “sweat equity” toward building their home.

Blake believes every family deserves a place to call home. In reaching that dream, Blake is setting high goals for Salt Lake Valley Habitat for Humanity. Last year the chapter built only a few homes. In the coming 12 months, the organization is on track to complete 10 homes. By 2015, he has set a goal to build 25 homes a year.

About Salt Lake Valley Habitat for Humanity

The mission of Salt Lake Valley Habitat for Humanity is to make decent shelter a matter of conscience and action by building affordable homes for working families in need that will revitalize the community and eliminate poverty housing conditions. The organization has built 82 homes since 1986. You can make a donation to Salt Lake Valley Habitat for Humanity by visiting www.habitatsaltlake.com. You can also make a donation by checking the box under code 10 of line 28 on your Utah state tax form. The Salt Lake Valley Habitat for Humanity chapter also offers the public a place to shop for repurposed building materials at its ReStore, a 30,000 square-foot retail outlet located at 1276 South 500 West in Salt Lake City. The home improvement thrift store offers bargains to the public on everything from cabinets and kitchen sinks to appliances and countertops.
